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Writing at Abingdon 



How is Learning Across Our School Sequenced?
Writing  Progression of Skills

At Abingdon Primary 
School, we have a writing 

progression of skills 
document. 

This document shows the 
progression of writing skills 
from Reception to Year 6. 

This includes progression of 
writing composition and 

handwriting and progression 
of fiction and non-fiction 

writing skills.  



How is Learning Across Our School Sequenced?

In writing, we follow a Long 
Term plan which shows 

which texts we will focus on 
in each half term, what the 

writing outcome and purpose 
will be and which key 

objectives will be taught. 



How is Learning Across Our School Sequenced?



How is Learning Across Our School Sequenced?

Writing in Reception 

➢ EYFS have planned whole class teaching which includes: Name writing, CVC writing and sentence writing
➢ Fine motor skills are developed through daily Dough Disco, threading and daily motor intervention 
➢ Pencil grip and letter formation is developed 
➢ Genres of writing include: Instruction writing, list writing and story writing. 
➢ Writing opportunities are embedded in every area of provision including: the construction area, the 

creative area and the fine motor area. 

Reception Key Texts



How is Learning Across Our School Sequenced?

Writing in Key Stage One and Two   

➢ KS1 and KS2 follow a writing cycle.
➢ The writing cycle follows a format of: Engaging hook- analyse a model text- skills lessons to learn and practise 

the writing objectives- planning – drafting – editing and publishing. 
➢ A model text provides a clear indication to the children on what the writing outcome will be, this model text also 

includes all of the writing skills which will be used in the unit. 
➢ During the skills lessons, children are taught specific writing skills which link to their writing outcome. Children 

gather a bank of ideas in their books which will help them when writing independently. 
➢ During planning lessons we use a variety of planning formats including: planning boxes, post-it notes and story 

boards.



The Writing Cycle 
In KS1 and KS2, we 

follow a writing 
cycle. 

Each writing unit 
always follows the 

same structure:
We start with an 

engaging hook, we 
share a model text, 
we teach the skills 
needed, then we 

plan, draft, edit and 
publish the writing. 

A cycle’s length 
depends on the 

outcome of the unit. 
Narratives may 
require a 4 week 

cycle where poems 
may require a 2 

week cycle. 



Example Abingdon Texts

Some of our chosen texts are 
based around the overarching 

curriculum focus for that term so 
that the children can connect 

their learning across the 
curriculum to enable them to be 
capable and confident writers.

Some of our texts are chosen for 
their engagement purposes. We 
believe that picture books offer 
great opportunities for writing 
which all learners can benefit 

from.

KS1 LKS2 UKS2



Engagement in Writing 
At Abingdon, we feel it is crucial children are excited and 

engaged in writing lessons. 
We always ensure there is a clear purpose and audience for the 

writing piece.

We use Hooks to engage children and we incorporate DEAL 
strategies into our writing skills lessons.

Hook lesson in Year 6
Unit: Persuasive writing – The Polar Express

BBC’s 500 Word 
story competition



The Spelling Shed

At Abingdon Primary, we use ‘The 
Spelling Shed’ to teach, practise and 

assess spellings. 

From Year 2 – Year 6 we teach spelling 
lessons 3 times a week. These lessons are 
revise and introduction, main teaching 

input, and independent and consolidation 
work. 

During spelling lessons, children have the 
opportunity to recap and consolidate 

previous spelling words. 

Spelling Shed's approach to spelling 
involves the relationship between sounds 

and written symbols as well as using 
morphology to help spell through 

meaning.



The Spelling Shed

The Spelling Shed scheme offers engaging games to provide opportunities for 
consolidating previous spellings learnt. 

Children have the opportunity to earn points and compete with others. 
These games can be played at home as well as in school. 



How Spelling Impacts Reading

Learning to spell is a key ingredient to becoming 
a good reader and is far more intricate than just 

memorising words. 

Spelling and reading build and rely on the same 
mental representation of a word. Knowing the 

spelling of a word makes the representation of it 
sturdy and accessible for fluent reading.

Encoding (spelling) is a developmental process 
that impacts fluency, writing, pronunciation and 

vocabulary. 



Assessment in Spelling 

The Spelling Shed has spelling word lists from 
stage 1 - stage 6. Every half term we carry out a 
baseline assessment which informs us of which 

stage the child should be working on. 

Once children have completed the Spelling Shed 
assessment, the grid will show how many 

children in the class have spelled each word 
correctly or incorrectly. Teachers can use this 

information to inform their teaching and identify 
which children have made progress. 



Handwriting 

At Abingdon Primary School, we follow the Martin 
Harvey Handwriting scheme. 

Through following this scheme, we intend for children to 
leave our school with handwriting that is well-formed, 
joined and the correct size. Each session is designed to 
last 15 minutes and is to be taught 3 times per week. 



Assessment – Writing
Each term, we assess the children’s writing using the Key performance Indicators (KPIs). This document 

details each year group’s objectives and informs teachers of whether a child is’ working towards’, ‘working 
at’ or ‘greater depth’. 

Each term, we moderate writing as a whole school. This gives teachers the opportunity to share 
judgements on each year group, providing an accurate and confident moderation process. 



Challenge and Adaptations

We use the ‘Five-a-day’ principle alongside our 
own current focuses for adaptations:

• “Nest/Pair/Share”

• Pre-teaching of vocabulary and any key 
concepts

• Visual resources and dual coding across the 
whole school

• Chunking learning

• Modelling and misconceptions



Challenge and Adaptations

At Abingdon, we know that adapting writing for some of our learners is essential for them to be competent and confident 
writers. These are some of the strategies we use as part of our universal offer in writing. 

➢ Adapted word banks 
➢ Dual coding 
➢ Pre-teaching of vocabulary
➢ Adapted Model Texts
➢ Writing Working Walls 
➢ QR codes 



Abingdon Writing Provision Pyramid


